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The “21st Century Cup” National English Speaking Competition
Hong Kong Region (University Category)
Rules and Regulations

Aims:

To cultivate students’ interest in learning English; to improve their
English proficiency and public speaking skills, and prepare them
well for their future careers.

Category:
University

Topic:
Protecting the blue planet

Eligibility:
e Hong Kong permanent residents
e Hong Kong full-time Bachelor’'s degree undergraduates
e Speakers of English as a second language
(Fuffilment of ALL criteria)

Application Period:
30" December 2020 — 2™ April 2021

Registration fee:

HK$200 for each contestant. Please settle the registration fee within
7 working days upon successful registration.

For bank transfer:

Account Name: China Daily Hong Kong Limited
Account Number: 024-236-1-054600

Bank: Hang Seng Bank Limited

Please email the bank-in-slip to NESC@vdoenglish.com and give the
following details in the email:

» Name of the applicant (both Chinese and English);
» Name of the school (both Chinese and English);

* Year of study and contact number

An official receipt will be sent to applicant by email.

For crossed cheque:

Please send a crossed cheque payable to “China Daily Hong Kong
Limited”, Unit 1818, Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Wan Praya Road, Aber-
deen, Hong Kong and indicate “NESC Hong Kong Region Organiz-
ing Committee (University Category)” on the envelope.

Applicants must write their full name and school name in Chinese
and English, along with their class, contact number and email ad-
dress on the back of the cheque.

An official receipt will be sent to applicant by email.

Application Procedures:

Nomination by Institutions:

1. Nominees are to be selected and nominated by their institu-
tions.

2. The nominator should fill in the nomination form and email it
to: NESC@vdoenglish.com starting from 30" December 2020.
(Nomination ends on 31 March 2021.)

3. Nominees should submit their competition scripts and YouTube
link to NESC@vdoenglish.com not later than 2™ April 2021.

4. The content of the scripts must not contain direct reference
to the name of the contestant and contestant’s school. Once
submitted, the scripts may not be changed, unless approved
by the Organizing Committee.

Application Instructions:

Please read the following instructions before submitting your
application. Submission of the forms will be considered an agree-
ment to all the respective terms and conditions.

Please ensure all the information submitted is correct. The Orga-
nizing Committee reserves the right to disqualify any application
should there be any breach of terms and conditions, or inaccura-
cies in the application.

1. Fulfillment of the eligibility stipulated above.

2. All submissions should contain both the Chinese and English
name of the participant. For example: B&/N\BB Chan Siu Ming.

3. All submissions should be original work of the contestant.
Plagiarism or any other form of academic misrepresentation or
violation of intellectual property rights will result in immediate
disqualification.

4. Preliminary round results will be announced in April 2021 (by
phone or email).

Dates & Venues:
Semi-Final: 17" April 2021
British Council (to be confirmed)

Final: 8" May 2021
Venue: Wai Kiu College (to be confirmed)

[Note: Details of the contest arrangements will be an-
nounced at VDO English website.]

Judging Panel:
Experienced English experts, scholars and celebrities will be invit-
ed as judges.

Selection Criteria:

Judges appraise and select the contestants based on the following
criteria:

Content of speech 40%

Presentation style and skill 40%

Pronunciation and fluency 20%
100%

Contest Guidelines:
The contest will be conducted as follows:

Selection of Semi-Finalists

Semi-finalists will be selected by a panel of expert judges based
on their evaluation of applicants’ video materials.

The Semi-Final Round
Part 1: Four-minute prepared speech

Part 2: Question-and-answer session (Each contestant will be
asked one question and will have 1 minute to respond to
the question.)

* Organizing committee will review the situation and change the
contest arrangement accordingly.

Results will be announced by phone or email and at VDO English
website: https://www.vdoenglish.com/i21st/#/home



The Final Round
Part 1: Four-minute prepared speech
Part 2: Three-minute impromptu speech

Contestants will draw their topics 20 minutes before they go on
stage. They will be sent to a preparation room with pen and pa-
per provided. They are allowed to draw up notes. However, once
the preparation time is up, they cannot bring any notes out of the
room. Topics usually include but are not limited to international
issues, current news, world history, technology, linguistics, art,
culture and cultural influence.)

Part 3: Question-and-answer session (Each contestant will be
asked 2 questions, and will have 2 minutes to respond to the
questions. Accumulated-time credit will be adopted. A signal will
be given when 15 seconds remain.)

*Accumulated-time credit

Contestants must judge for themselves how much time to allo-
cate to each question within the total time limit. Time notification
will not be given between the first and the second questions.
Contestants will be scored higher for using as much of their allot-
ted time as possible, while staying within the total time limit.

Notes:

1. The sequence of the contestants for the Final Contest will be
decided by drawing lots. For Question-and-answer session, the
2 questions will be based upon the prepared and impromptu
speeches.

2. Finalists can modify their initial scripts, but they must submit them
within the time limit and according to the requirements of the or-
ganizing committee, otherwise changes will not be accepted.

3. Once the revised draft is submitted, no further changes will be
allowed unless a further approval is obtained, those who fail to
submit the required documents before the deadline (if applicable)
will result in a forfeit.

4. Speakers will deliver their speeches on stage using a floor micro-
phone.

5. The judging panel will select the Champion, First Runner-up, Sec-
ond Runner-up and other honorees for each division on the day of
Final competition. One winner from each division will be selected
according to the regulations of the “21st Century Cup” National
English Speaking Competition to represent Hong Kong in the Na-
tional English Speaking Competition Finals.

Awards:

Participants of Semi Final and Final rounds will receive certifi-
cates.

The awards include:

Representing Hong Kong at the National English Speaking
Competition

Cash Prize HK$6,000

Certificate of Merit and Winning trophy
Personal video (Value of $10,000)
First Runner-up:

Certificate of Merit and Winning trophy
Cash Prize HK$3,000

Certificate of Merit and Winning trophy
Cash Prize HK$1,000

Best Impromptu Speaker:

Certificate of Merit and Winning trophy

Best Manner:
Certificate of Merit and Winning trophy

Note: The Organizing Committee reserves the right to amend the
number and value of awards depending on the number of appli-
cants in each division.

Terms and Conditions:

The “21st Century Cup” National English Speaking Competition
— Hong Kong Region (University Category) is subject to the fol-
lowing terms and conditions:

i. Participants must agree and comply with all the rules set out by
the Organizing Committee. Content of the speech should not
contain any element of insult or offense. Violations of any kind,
such as failure to follow submission procedures or incorrect
information may result in immediate disqualification (subject to
committee’s decision).

ii. The Organizing Committee reserves the right to amend or use
the submitted scripts for marketing purposes, together with
participants’ personal particulars (name, photo, images etc.).
These materials may be shared among the committee, judges,
on multi-media platforms or in the press.

iii. Al award winners will be announced publicly. Transfer and re-
sale of awards are strictly prohibited. The Organizing Commit-
tee reserves the right to revoke all awards and rankings should
there be any breach of conditions.

iv. Script submissions and files shall be used only for The 21st
National English Speaking Competition - Hong Kong Region
(University Category). Changes may not be made once the
files are submitted. Scripts submitted for the competition shall
be deleted 3 months after the competition concludes.

v. The Organizing Committee reserves the right to make any
changes, cancellation or amendments to any aspect of the
competition (competition dates, schedules, rules, judging cri-
teria etc.) without prior notice. The organizer will not be liable
for any loss arising from the mentioned changes. The main
website: https://www.vdoenglish.com/i21st/#/home will serve
as the only channel for official news and updates.

vi. The Chinese version of Terms and Conditions will serve as the
primary document for public reference.

Inquiry:

The “21st Century Cup” National English Speaking
Competition Hong Kong Region Organizing Committee
(University Category):

Tel. No.: (852) — 3465 5438 / (852)-5317 9565 (Mr. HO)

Address: Unit 1818, Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Wan Praya Road,
Aberdeen, Hong Kong

Email: NESC@vdoenglish.com

Website: https://www.vdoenglish.com/i21st/#/home

[Office hours: from Mon to Fri 09:00-13:00, 14:30-17:30

and closed on Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays]




